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JAMES IBBETSON, 


4 


GALATIANS vi. IO. 


As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 


unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the 


houſhold of faith. 


HE law of charity being founded originally 
in the common ſentiments of humanity, and 
enlarged by our bleſſed Saviour beyond its 
natural intention, muſt needs extend to all 
the wants and infirmities of our fellow-creatures. This 
excellent virtue conſidered merely as a ſentiment and habit 
of the mind, admits of no limitations or reſtrictions what- 
ſoever ; no pretence can * juſtify the want of it in any 
inſtance. But there may be, and there often is, a total 
inability to exert it in external acts of goodneſs, when the 
habit of it is truly Chriſtian ; at beſt, no man's ability can 
poſſibly be ſufficient for the relief and aſſiſtance of all that 
want it, | 5 
The great difficulty then, as to the real expreſſions of 
univerſal charity, diſappears; becauſe no man's ability is 
unlimited, and we can never be obliged to do what is not 
in our power to do. The apoſtle's exhortation is general, 
let us do good unto all men, but it is introduced with this 
limitation, as we have opportunity. 


Circumſtanced . 


* Luke x. 29. 
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Circumſtanced in this manner; under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
lization of re:ſon and ſenſe, as far as theſe prevail, and of 
the more intenſe and refined precepts of the goſpel, 79 ds 
good unto all men, and, on the other hand, endowed with 
abili ies to miniſter to the neceſſities of very few; view 
the m nifold diſtreſſes of the needy---liſten to their cries, 
who are hungry and ſick and naked; to the bitter moans 
and complaints of thouſands labouring under the torments 
of a diſtempere body or a diſordered mind--- viſit the 
priſons and the hoſpitals, and take into conſideration the 
miſerable inhabitants of thoſe places, and all the loathſome 
train of evils which perhaps, their follies or their vices 
have brought upon themſelves--- Caſt then an eye of pity 
upon * the fathirleſs and the widows in their affitetion, upon 
theſe poor and deſlitute children who are now ſupplicants to 
your liberality, not that they may eat the bread of idle- 
neſs, but that they may become beneficial to yourſelves 
and uſeful members of the community. Think now with 
a tender and compaſſionate concern, what the conſidera- 
tions of humanity, ' what reaſon and religion, what the 
ſenſe of your own condition, what the regard due from 
the chriſtian laity to ＋ them obo have ſpoken the word of 
God, what the + remembrance of their converſation, require 
at your hands for the ſupport of their deſtitute children. - 
With what diligence has chrittian charity been at work 
of late years, and what advances has it made to find proper 
methods for the relief and ſupport of all that are in miſery 
and affliction! Thanks be to God! we live in an age and 
in a country which is inclined to pity, and has the means 
to provide for every evil of life a proper remedy or a 
proper comfort, The truly humane and charitable man 
looks 


® Jamcs i. 27. + Hebrews xiii. 7. 
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looks with pleaſure inexpreſſible on this extenſive plan of 
chriſtian benevolence. Far be it from me to confine the 
objects of your charity; this would be ſubverſive of the 
great fundamentals of the duty itſelf; 1 mean only to ren- 
der as diffuſive as poſſible the ſtreams of your bounty for 
the public utility, | 

Yet it is very obvious, that amidſt a great variety of 
perſons and things ſome fall under a very particular con- 
ſider ation in the exerciſe of our charity; and it is always a 
great mark of prudence and diſcretion to ſeek out the 
propereſt and moſt deſerving objects. Caſes of extreme 
diſtreſs challenge the preference. The attachments of 
country, of neighbourhood, of education, of acquaintance, 
and particularly the ties of blood, are not to be overlooked, 
The importance of former kindneſſes, and benefits re- 
ceived, muſt be kept in remembrance. The merit of the 
perſons who apply, and all the circumſtances relating to 
them, are to be valued and confidered ; and the repreſen- 
tatives of thoſe, who were themſelves eminently charitable 
and beneficial to mankind, claim a very particular regard. 
A difference there muſt be in the time and manner, and 
proportion of doing good. The apoſtle intimates as 
much: let us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them that 
are of the houſhold of faith. 

The perſecutions which they underwent, the wants and 
ſufferings which they were continually expoſed to among 
the heathens, very well intitled the faithful in the primi- 
tive times of Chriſtianity to this diſtinction. Nor was 
their plea very different, who fled hither for refuge, to- 
wards the end of the laſt century, from the tyranny and 
n of their popiſh perſecutors, and were by an ample 

pPlroviſion- 


„ 
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proviſion, adequate to their diſtreſs, moſt ſeaſonably re- 
lieved ; eſpecially by the liberality of this metropolis and 
the benevolence of its magiſtrates, which has always been 
great and exemplary, : 

This generous and noble ſpirit ſeems, next to the mercy 
and goodneſs of Almighty God, to have had a particular 
ende upon our preſervation from thoſe dreadful cala- 
mities, which were in thoſe days of anxiety and trouble 
juſt ready to overwhelm us; and I truſt, we may upon 
the ſame principle humbly and rationally hope for the con- 
tinuance of the Divine protection. I have often thought, 
that this excellent virtue of charity has ſtopped * the hand 
of the diſiroying angel, when it has been lifted up more 
than once to execute the divine vengeance upon this ſinful 
nation, and has ſecured to us the bleſſings of the revolu— 
tion under the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, amidſt the 
repeated attempts of foreign and domeſtick enemies to 
ſubvert our civil and religious liberties. 

Thanks to God! neither of the caſes abovementioned 
is applicable to us. We plead for + the fatherlefſs and 
widows under the protection of an eſtabliſhed religion, 
the purity of which conſiſts in viſiting them in their afflic- 
tiom; we plead under the favour of a proteſtant govern- 
ment for the deſtitute ſons and daughters of a proteſtant 
clergy; and tell it out among the people with joy and 
gratitude, that our } Kings have been their nurſing fathers, 
and our Queens their nurſing mothers. 

The relation which hey ſtand in to He bouſbold of faith 
is indeed a high relation ; it is the ſtricteſt bond of love and 


charity ; 


* 1 Chron, xxi. 15. + James i. 27, 7 Ifaiah xlix. 23. 
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charity; but it is common to every Chriſtian. ' They have 
the claim of another relation, to the miniſters and flewards 
of God's houſe, * whoſe houſe are ye ; which lays a ſpecial 
obligation upon all, beſides that of charity, to bave a pious 
care and regard for them. And ſo intimate is their rela- 
tion to the Clergy, that if at any time we ſhould ſeem to 
forget it, the world would with much + ſcornful reproof” 
remind us of it, They likewiſe bear a relation to many re- 
nowned perſonages in the Court, in the Parliament, in the 
Magiſtracy, in the Army and in the Navy, in every profeſ- 
fion and every art, in every trade and occupation of life. 
They derive their poverty from the ſame eſtabliſhment, to 
which many of great eminence in Church and Ctate are 
indebted, under God's bleſſing, for their more comfortable 
and happy exiſtence. 

Turn your attention now to che Clergy of the Church 
of Engl and, whoſe children and repreſentatives turn unto 
you in their diſtreſs. 

If there be ſome, who acknowledging the ſtrength and 
beauty of the edifice can yet find in their hearts to un- 
dermine it, by raiſing ſuſpicions againſt them who bear || up 
the pillars thereof, yet I am ſatisfied that all their combined 
wit and malice will never be able to fix any reproach upon 
the body of the preſent Clergy of the Church of England. 
Their diſcourſes on the nature and attributes of God, and 
the reaſon of religion deduced from thence--- on the di- 
vine providence, and the arguments of contentment and 
reſignation derived therefrom on the eternal difference 
between good and evil, and the indiſpenſible obligations of 
virtue --- on ¶ 7he law of Jn and death, and our deliverance 

from 


* Heb, iii. 6, + Pſalm cxxiii. 4. || Plalm lav. 4. J Rom. viii, 2. 
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from both by the law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus.—- 
on the eminent diſplay of the divine wiſdom and goodneſs. 
in the Goſpel, which is moreover & the power of God unto 
ſalvation--- on the efficacy of divine grace--- on the na- 
ture of faith, and the reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian re- 

ligion- on the neceſſity of holineſs, of charity, of obe- 
| dience to governors=---the diſcourſes, I ſay, of the Cler- 
gy on theſe important heads will abundantly convince 
every one that hears them, of their learning and abilities, 
And then for the purity and exemplarineſs of their lives 
and converſations ; if a reverential awe of God and a con- 
ſcience of keeping all his commandments --- if juſtice, 
mercy, contentment, ſobriety, humility, patience, peace- 
ableneſs and obedience to governors --- be the principal 
ingredients of a good life ; if moreover a faithful diſcharge 
of the duties of the clerical office be an undeniable proof 
of an mward call to the work of the miniſtry ; inſtead of 
reproaching the failings of ſome, we ſhould heartily thank 
God that the virtues and graces of the Chriſtian character, 
together with a pious zeal for the ſalvation of the ſouls of 
men and the advancement of God's kingdom of righteouſ- 
neſs, are yet alive and warm in the breaſts, of the gene- 
rality, at leaſt, of the Clergy, in this cold and degenerate 
age. 

The occaſion of this day's ſolemnity ought likewiſe in 
reaſon to filence a ſet of coffers, who treat all religions 
without diſtinction upon the footing of Prieitcraft ; for 
what room is there to ſuſpe& any worldly policy in a pro» 
feſſion, which makes ſo incompetent a proviſion for mul- 
titudes of its members whilſt living, and entails poverty 
and diſtreſs upon their families after their deceaſe ? And 


not- 
5 Romans i. 16. 
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notwithſtanding the evil inſinuations of theſe profane men, 
that the prieſts of all religions are alike, with deſign to 
render them all equally neglected; yet the appearance of 
this illuſtrious aſſembly witneſſeth againſt them, that the 
miniſters of Chriſt's church are, as they ought to be, highly 
efteemed i in love for their work's ſake. 

It is the exhortation of the Apoltle ; * Remember them, 
who have ſpoken, unto you the word of God ; that their care 
and diligence in the diſcharge of their truſt, a truſt of the 
higheſt importance to the felicity and perfection of the 
human nature, may not be diſappointed of that return of 
reverence and thankfulneſs which is meet. The preſent 
opportunity points out to us the moſt uſeful teſtimony of 
our remembrance imaginable. The ſons and daughters of 
indigent clergymen will be looked upon by every good 
Chriſtian with an eſpecial eye of favour, as they are de- 
ſcended from men who have diſtributed to others the ſpi- 
ritual food of eternal life. They may well appeal to the 
reaſon and conſcience of every one in theſe affecting words; 
+ if we have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great thing 
if we ſhall reap your carnal things? And our bleſſed Saviour 
encourages them to aſk and to expect your charitable 
aſſiſtance, becauſe he hath ſaid, not without a particular 
regard to the great and eminent performances of thoſe 
who are labourers together with God in the Goſpel ; ¶ who- 
ſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little ones à cup of 
cold water, only in the name of a aerple he ſhall in no wiſe 
loſe his remerd. 

But wherefore & is this diſtreſs come upon them? | Neither 
have they /inned, nor their parents, but that the glory of 


God may be manifeſt in them through your liberality. 
gr + Inju- 


* Heb. xii. 7. T1 Cor. ix. 11, 11 Cor. ill. 9. U Mat. x. 42. 
} Gen. xlii. 21. | John ix. 3. 
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Injurious indeed, highly injurious it is to this ſolemnity, 
yet ſome are ever ready to reproach the Clergy, that they 
are not careful * 70 provide for their own, and to lay up 
for their families againſt + the evil day. If ſome few in- 
ſtances of indiſcretion have been found among us, your 
candour and good nature will make the moſt favourable 
al owances; it is cruelty and injuſtice to aggravate their 
faults, more eſpecially to impute the ill conduct of a few 
to the whole order. | 

But let us ſee, whether other more real cauſes may not 
be aſſigned of the great variety of diſtreſs that is before us. 

Conſider only a few facts, and you will not be ſurprized 
that the families of many worthy Clergymen, who have 
enjoyed preferments much beyond their own modeſt ex- 
pectations, ſhould be left in want; you will agree with 
me, that there are very few who get their livelihood by mer- 
danchiſe or by the labour of their hands, but what are 
able to make a better proviſion for their families, than the 
generality of the inferior Clergy. 

The expectations of the world are greater from a 
Clergyman than from any other perſon, ſuppoſing their 
incomes to be equal; I mean the demands of charity and 
hoſpitality. His public burdens are in ſome reſpects 
heavier, than thoſe of the laity. His ordinary expences 
equal. His children as numerous, but not ſo eaſily pro- 
vided for, being excluded from the lower occupations in 
life, which are moſt ſuitable to his circumſtances, but 
very, unbecoming his ſtation, His income perhaps is 
continually diminiſhed by the unjuſt ſubtraction of his 


dues, 


'* 1 Tim, v. 8. + Amos vi, 3. 
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dues, which it may be he ſacrifices to his peace and quiet; 
or elſe by the expences of recovering them, as often as 
the envy and chagrin of evil-minded people diſpoſes them 
to be as troubleſome and injurious as they can, without 
any regard to decency or even to common honeſty. Some 
real difficulties and inconveniences at the firſt ſetting out 
in lite are never to be got over. Parſimony and economy 
will do little, where the expences of a family encreaſe 
daily without any ſufficient means of ſupport. Add to 
all this his retired education and manner of life, and his 
inexperience in the affairs of the world conſequent upon 
it, which expoſes him to the wicked deſigns of the crafty 
and malicious. 

But for the chief cauſe of the diſtreſſes of the inferior 
Clergy, we muſt look as far back as to the times of the 
Reformation, What a reproach is it to this happy deli- 
verance of our country from a wretched dependency on a 
foreign juriſdiftion, that the Clergy, by whoſe learning: 
and labours and ſufferings it was chiefly wrought, were- 
not * remembered]! What a misfortune, that the greateſt 
opportunity was loſt, through the unmeaſured laviſhneſs of 
the king and the avarice of his courtiers, of making a 
ſuitable proviſion for an orde of men, who not only did 
their utmoſt to ſhut out Popery, but likewiſe ſtood boldly: 
in the breach, when it meditated a return; who, when: 
all our liberties, both civil and religious, were in the ut- 
moſt danger, labour d moſt zealouſly to ſtop the - progreſs: 
of arbitrary power, and concurred in the only meaſure that: 
was left under God to preſerve the conſtitution ! What a; 
peculiar infelicity it is to themſelves, that they owe their, 

| | diſtreſs, 


* Eccleſ. ix. 15, 
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diſtreſs to the recovery of thei: natural rights !---that they 
who have contributed moſt of all to maintain the happy 
effects of the Reformation, ſhould lie under the keeneſt 
misfortunes on account of it- that moreover the ſource 
of wealth and proſperity to their country, ſhould be the 
ſource of poverty and diſgrace to themſeſves --- that the 
ſame eſtabliſhment, which has ſo much enriched every 
other claſs of people in the community, by giving many 
thouſands of uſeful hands to the trades and manufactures 
of theſe kingdoms, ſhould from an original overſight make 
ſo inadequate a proviſion for thoſe who are debarred, by 
the ſacredneſs of their profeſſion and the delicacy of their 
character, from encreaſing their fortunes by any foreign 
employments, or the ordinary ways of gain, 

Our enemies, we know, rejoice in this: they repreſent 
this diſtreſs as a mark of the divine diſpleaſure upon our Re- 
formation, and as the curſe of God upon what they eſteem 
an unlawtul offspring. And there is little doubt, but that 
ſome who ſat at the helm of affairs when marriage was 
firſt allowed to the Clergy of this kingdom, being other- 
wiſe men of idle tempers and bad lives, and probably of 
no religion, did intend it as a political device to keep 
them low and contemptible, Yet in general it has miſs'd 
of its effect, and the goodneſs of God has produced a con- 
trary event. The prefence of many confiderable perſona- 
ges here, who are met to expreſs their thanks by openly 
avowing their parentage, muſt needs excite this pious re- 
flection; Surely they have been attended with a particular 
providence, ſome ſpecial favour of the Almighty, 

It is however moſt undeniably a very juſt prejudice 
againſt the Reformation, that reſtitution was not made to 
the pariſh prieſts of what the Popes had ſacrilegiouſly 


taken 


— 
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taken from them. How it came to paſs, that the greateſt 

cures have generally the leaſt maintenance, is eaſily explain- 
ed. For it is well enough known, that in thoſe times 

when the Popes had an abſolute ſovereignty in this king- 
dom, a great part of the tythes and revenues of churches 
was by the authority of Papal Bulls taken from them and 
applied to the Abbies and Monaſteries; ſo that the largeſt 
pariſhes being the richeſt, did thereby become the pooreſt; 
in many ſuch, little more than the perquiſites and Eaſter- 
offerings, and at the beſt the ſmall tythes and vicarages 
being left to them that did diſcharge the cure. And tho 

theſe fuperſtitious ſocieties were afterwards diſſolved, yet 
they who became poſſeſſed of the Abbey lands either by 
purchaſe or grant from the crown, had them with no 
other charge reſerved for the incumbents, but that ſmall 
pittance which the Abbots had formerly given them ; and. 
this is now a much leſs 'allowance than: the Curates had 
in the times of Popery. For though they have now the 
ſame right by their incumbency that they then had, yet 
in the times of ſuperſtition the fees and perquiſites were 
very conſiderable ; but theſe falling off by the Reforma- 
tion, and many other things concurring, it has happened 
where the work is moſt important, a liberal maintenance 
and encouragement for a learned and able miniſtry is moſt 
wanting. in this ſtate of neceſſary dependence it is al- 
ways in the power of the people to counteract an eaſy 
and neceſſitous Miniſter, or to ſtarve an inflexible one; 
his ſpirit is broken with adverſity, or the dignity of his 
office obſcured in the meanneſs oſ his condition. He has 
not wherewithal to be generous, charitable,” or hoſpitable 
yet is alhamed not * 7o honour God with the little ſubſlance 
that: 


0 Proverbs iii. 9. 
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that he has, and leaves a numerous family behind him to 
deplore his unhappy circumſtances. 

They who have taken the pains to enquire into the va- 
lue of the parochial preferments in this kingdom, aſſure us 
upon the beſt authority that there are five thouſand Livings, 
among which they reckon Donatives and perpetual Cura- 
cies, not exceeding fifty pounds a year; and of theſe 
eight hundred are between ten and fifteen pounds a year, 


and as -many between fifteen and twenty. And whence 
can all theſe expect any conſiderable augmentation ? ſince 


it has been + calculated, that it will be five hundred years 
before all the augmentable Livings in this kingdom will be 
encreaſed to the yearly value of fixty pounds, though there 
ſhould be ſixty augmented every year with two hundred 
pounds of the Queen's Bounty in conjunction with private 
benefactions of the ſame value. And with regard to thoſe 
many and large augmentations that were made by eccle- 
fiaſtical perſons immediately after the Reſtoration, in pur- 
ſuance of the declaration of his late Majeſty King Charles 
the Second, which provided that all ſuch Vicarages and 
Curacies, where the tythes and profits were appropriated, 
and due care had not been taken to ordain ſufficient main- 
tenance for the officiating Miniſters, ſhould have ſo much 

revenue in glebe, tythes or other emoluments as would 
commonly amount to an hundred or at leaſt eighty pounds 
a year; many Rectories of ſmall value could not admit of 
ſuch - proportions to the Vicar or Curate, not one half of 
their annual profits amounting to ſuch a ſum. And tho” 
the Ordinary hath a right to charge impropriations with 
the augmentation of Vicarages and ſtipends of Curacies, 


and 


1 See Mr. EQon's Preface to the ſecand edition of Liber Valorum & Decima- 
rum, and his State of the Proceedings of the Corporation, &c. 


the SoNs of the CLERGY. 17 
and this diſcretionary power was in Popiſh times frequently 


put into execution, yet it is now by ſome means or other 
become of little effect, and it will not be allowed that he 
has any power or right at all to make the like augmenta- 
tion out of any rectory that is in the hands of a lay- impro- 
priator. So that moſt of them fell ſhort of a competency 
in the opinion of the Royal Donor of the firſt- fruits and 
tenths, whoſe pious intention it was to augment all livings 
under eighty pounds a year, and whoſe * bleſſings have pre- 
vailed above the bleſſings of her anceſtor, though they will 
not + have their perfect work till many generations are 

ſt. N 
"No wonder then that the widows and children of indi- 
gent Clergymen, who apply -for relief, are ſo numerous, 
that the revenues of the Corporation joined. with private 
benefactions, and theſe annual collections though conſide- 
rably encreaſed of late years, are very inſufficient to make 
any proportionable ſupply to their wants. And notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch a certain method of ſecurity is eſtabliſhed for 
the due adminiſtration of the whole, that nothing is di- 
verted to any other uſe, yet the Governors of the Corpo- 
ration and the diſtributors of your alms on theſe occaſions 
have a tender feeling of the neceſſities of many more 
than they can poſſibly relieve. Similar ſocieties, which 
have been inſtituted and encouraged in ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom and are all of them aids to this general deſign, 
by their inability to do all the good they have at heart, 
loſe much of the ſatisfaction they might otherwiſe receive 
in doing all the good they can. All of them deſerve to 
be particularly mentioned with honour; but it would be 
injurious to the cauſe which ſollicit, not to take notice 
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of one, which has been lately ſet on foot in this metropo- 
lis, for maintaining and educating poor orphans of the 
Clergy till they become of age to be put out apprentices, 
The piety and uſefulneſs of this inſtitution, whereby 
many helpleſs children may be qualified to receive the be- 
nefit of your future charity, is very obvious. And though 
at preſent a ſmall number, between twenty and thirty only, 
are maintained and educated by this voluntary ſubſcription, 
yet we hope that every good man, whoſe eyes are upon us, 
will, as he has opportunity, chearfully aſſiſt us, and that 
the bleſſing of the ſame divine providence which has in- 
ſpired this deſign, will in its own good time bring it to 
perfection. 

It is now time to addreſs myſelf to every pious and 
Charitable perſon here preſent, and to all unto whom our 
report ſhall come, not to diſgrace the work, which has 
been carried on for many years with ſo much honour to 
our church and nation; that neither we, nor our poſterity, 
may ſee * the righteous forſaken, or their eu begging their 
bread. 

+ To wifit the fatherleſs and 1oidows in their affliction, 
willingly to diſcharge every kind and charitable office to- 
wards theſe helpleſs perſons, is ſtrongly marked in the 
holy ſcriptures as an eminent inſtance of pure and undefiled 
religion. I need not be their orator, their manifold diſ- 
treſs will ſpeak ſufficiently for itſelf. The caſe of common 
mendicants, whoſe extreme poverty is their only recom- 
mendation, and who are entitled to no other notice than 
is due to their want, is not half ſo deplorable. View them 
now without comfort, without protection, without main- 
tenance; their deareſt and moſt i intimate relation, their 
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natural friend and benefactor by the cruel hand of death 
ſnatched from them. Look with an eye of pity upon the 
miſerable, and-,poor, and naked remains of ſuch, whoſe 
education, whoſe profeſſion, whoſe diligence and ſucceſs 
in the miniſtry may challenge a large degree of merit at 
your hands; if to inſtruct the ignorant, to reſolve the 
doubting, to rebuke the troward, to reclaim the wicked, 
to ſupport the wavering, and to. confirm the virtuous, by 
doctrine, by precept, by example, are real ſervices to 
mankind. Attend to the cries of their widows, caſt out 
of thoſe doors, which were kindly opened for the relief 
of the ſtranger and the needy; ſee, in bitter aggravation 
of all other diſtreſs, the tender hands of their infants 
ſtretched forth for that charity, which themſelves had been 
wont to reach out to others. Was ever * any ſorrow like 
unto their ſorrow? Þ, For theſe things they weep, their eyes, 
their eyes run doum with water night and day, they ceaſe not, 
becauſe their comforter that ſhould relieve their ſouls is far 
from them. To be ſubject to dangers which they can 
hardly avoid, to infirmities which they cannot eaſily reſiſt, 
and at the ſame time to be deprived of the diligence and 
circumſpection, the advice and aſſiſtance, the inſtruction 
and example of the tendereſt and beſt of friends; to lie 
under many unexpected difficulties, which they are very 
unable to combat, being tenderly brought up and never 
uſed to hardſhips, is a very imperfect deſcription of the 
diſtreſs of theſe poor children, happy otherwiſe in their 
extraction, but chiefly unhappy in this, that it has not ſe- 
cured to them the advantages of a virtuous and religious 
education, Your own good hearts will ſupply the reſt. 

C2; Ye 
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Ye will remember the ſpiritual comforts derived from their 
fathers to the flock of Chriſt, perhaps to ſome of your- 
ſelves; ye will remember too, that the raarriage of the 
Clergy * has broken down the middle wall of partition between 
the intereſts of the Clergy and the laity, and that theſe chil- 
dren are the bonds and cements of that union, which, we 
hope, will ever hold them together. + The Lord will 
never leave off his mercy, neither will be aboliſh the poſterity 
of his eleft, whom he || hath ſeparated from the congregation 
in order to bring them near to himſelf ; the goodneſs of God 
will never permit the g zeachers of righteouſneſs in faith and 
verity, the & helpers in Chriſt, ¶ the flewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God, to be inflifted with the ſevereſt judgment 
that is denounced by the Prophet againſt the ungodly, of 
* 70 mercy on their fatherleſs and widows. Animated and 
raiſed to heaven by the nobleſt 4 hymn of Chriſtian devo- 
tion, ye will |||] rejoice over them to relieve their diſtreſſes; 
$& ya, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, ye will 
ſeek to do them good. 

In the next place, Iam to addreſs myſelf to many who 
are deſcended from the Clergy, though not of their or- 
der ; ſome of whom have themſelves in their helpleſs ſtate 
been aſſiſted by this charity. If pride or avarice was 
their ruling principle, they would carefully avoid the ſo- 
lemnity of this anniverſary ; to hear of the calamities of 
their poor brethren, without a heart to relieve them, 
would be irkſome. But they bear in mind with much 
piety from whom they are deſcended, and to whom they 
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are indebted, next to the bleſſing of God upon their in- 
duſtry, for their preſent good fortune in life. We know 
their liberality to thoſe who are derived from the ſame 
venerable ſtock as themſelves; their zeal and diligence in. 
recommending this charity to others, and iq taking upon. 
themſelves every troubleſome and expenſive office. * Bleſs. 

fed be they of the Lord, who have not left off their kindneſs 
to the living and to the dead. 

Shall I then preſume in the laſt place, or is it needful, 1 
to remind my brethren, the Clergy, of what is expected 
from them ? Senſible of my own inſuſſiciency, yet very 
zealous that this 4 pleaſure of the Lord may proſper in our 
hands, 1 have undertaken to recommend this. important. 
cauſe. Important indeed to the poor objects, important 
to ourſelves. They are the repreſentatives of. our brethren,. 
whoſe-undeſerved poverty and diſgrace muſt in ſome de- 
gree affect the credit and dignity of our order, 

It may be imputed'to the extraordinary ſucceſs of ſome- 
of us, owing perhaps entirely to the partiality of power- 
ful friends, that the good things of this world are: too. 
frequently poſſeſſed and enjoyed. with great coldneſs and 
indifference towards the indigent Clergy, who have a de- 
mand upon every one's | abundance for the ſupply of their 
wants. It will be of uſe to reflect often, that || znto the 
Lord belong the iſſues of all things; that an inattention to 
the diſtreſſes of our afflicted brethren may have a very bad 
influence on the intereſts of our own families; it may be 
their turns hereafter to want the aſſiſtance of this charity. 

But I am perſuaded, there are few inſtances of Clergy- 


men, who think that a burden which muſt needs re- 
 dound; 
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dound very much to their own comfort and reputation, to 
the honour and credit of their order, and, which is the 
primary conſideration, to the relief of the poor widows and 
children of their neceſſitous brethren, and the advance 
of this excellent charity ; which will thereby be recom- 
mended moſt effectually to others, who are not of our 
body, and though very well diſpoſed to our order, do not 
think they are concerned to take more care of us than 
we are ready to take of ourſelves. If we caſt our 
eyes to the moſt elevated ſtations in the church, we. 
ſhall find them, who are very highly to be commended. for 
their pious liberality to every branch. of this charity, but 
not by me in this audience. 

Let us then go on with chearfulneſs and confidence. 
The“ prayers of the righteous are with us, and our heaven» 
ly Father will not + forget this work and labour of love. 


James v. 16, + Heb, vi. 10g 
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ALIST f the Annual Amount of this Charity, as com- 
pleat as could be procured, commencing with 1721. ; 
which will be perceived, how much in general the Charity 
has encreaſed from the Approbati on and Bounty of the Pub- 
lic, and which, it is hoped, it will continue to do, ſo as to 
equal the wants of thoſe whom it was calculated to provide 


for. 


3 J. „ 1 
1721 — 330 16 | 1740 — 784 1 6 
1722 — 328 16 1741 — 834 2 
1723 -- 382 © 1742 — 666 6 2 
1724 -- 566 10 I} 1743 — 819 : 
1725 -- 630 5 | 1744 -- 848 16 9 
1726 — 575 4 - Bo -: 1248 <1. 
1727 — 651 | 1740 — 9 10: 6 
$720 -= 00 x7" H 1747 --1062 2 
1729 -- 523 6 11 1748 -- 916 6 6 
1730 -- 722 6 4 1749 -- 985 12 6 
1731 -- 840 1 1750 --1134 14 
1732 -- 951 1 3 I751 --1167 19 | 
1733 -- 909 6 1752 --1101 18 6 
1734 n 3 1753 1063 2 6 
1735 — 650 5 3 1754 - 9760 8 2 
„ 1755 --1096 ; 6 
1737 - 856 9 7 1756 -- 973 18 3 
1738 -- 935 2 7 1757 - 912 7 6 
1739 -- 912 11 3 If 1758 --1081 18 7 
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